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POLICY 

 
The Catholic Independent Schools of Nelson Diocese (CISND) Board of 

Directors accepts the use of student suspensions as a disciplinary measure 
designed to enable students to demonstrate self-discipline and appropriate 
behaviour. 

 
The Board of Directors accepts the use of expulsion where the severity of an 

incident or the continued presence of a student in a school will negatively 
affect or impact the safety of staff or students or the quality of the learning 
environment. 

 
RATIONALE 

 
Students who do not conform to the student code of conduct may negatively 
affect the school’s learning environment.  The Board of Directors grants 

CISND School Councils and the school Principal the authority to withdraw a 
student’s privilege of attending a class, school, or riding the bus, for failure 

to comply with the rules established by the Local School Council and/or the 
Board of Directors. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

PROCEDURES 
 

1. Suspensions/Expulsions: 
The Superintendent will ensure that regulations are in place for the 

reporting, investigation, and disposition of all cases of suspension and 
expulsion of a student from class or from school.  These procedures 
shall ensure that: 

1.1 Appropriate deadlines are in place and followed. 
1.2 The student, and parents/guardians are informed of their right 

of appeal when the suspension significantly affects the 
education or health or safety of the student.  The following 
decisions shall be deemed to significantly affect the student: 

(a) Disciplinary suspensions from school and/or riding a bus for 
a period more than 5 consecutive days. 

(b) Expulsion 
1.3 School officials follow the procedure set out in the “Procedural  

  Fairness, Best Practice Guidelines for Independent Schools”. 

         
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarte

n-to-grade-12/independent-schools/procedural_fair.pdf 
 

2. Suspension 
A. Suspension means to remove a student for a specified period, from 

one or more of the following: 

a. One or more class periods, courses, or education programs. 
b. School. 

c. Riding on the school bus. 

d. Participating in an activity sponsored or approved by a school 
or CISND. 

B. The following may constitute grounds for suspension.  The school 

Principal may suspend a student for any serious action without 
prior notification of the student’s parents. 

1. Open opposition or wilful disobedience to authority: 
a. Teacher or Staff Member or Principal 
b. School Rules 

c. School Act 
d. School Council Policy 

2. Habitual neglect of duty: 
a. Absences 
b. Lates 

c. Homework or assignments 
d. Attitude 

e. Class work 
f. Disruptive behaviour 

3.   Use of improper or profane language.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/independent-schools/procedural_fair.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/independent-schools/procedural_fair.pdf


 
 
 

4.   Other conduct injurious to the moral tone or well-being of                          
the school such as vandalism, bullying, harassment, theft, 

physical violence, malicious accusations, smoking, vaping, or 
in possession of vaping paraphernalia or any substance 

banned from school property by the provincial or federal 
government, school, or diocesan policy. 

C. Suspensions will be dealt with by individual schools depending on 

the nature of the offence, grade level, and other considerations.  
The school Administration will decide whether the suspension will 

be served as an “in” or “out of” school suspension.  In all cases, 
parents will be informed as soon as possible. 

D. All suspensions should be incremental in nature ranging from one 

(1) to five (5) days depending on the nature and frequency of the 
offence and the level of co-operation and remediation efforts on the 

part of the student.  

When a student is given an in or out of school suspension: 

• the parent(s) will be contacted, preferably by phone.   

• the student, if given an out of school suspension, will remain at the 
school until parents have made arrangements for the student to 
leave the school.   

• the parent(s) will be emailed a letter as soon as is possible which 
outlines the behaviours which resulted in suspension.   

• The principal will contact the parents and student to review the 
unacceptable behaviour, expectations for student behaviour in the 
school, and to discuss conditions for reinstatement in school. 

 
3. Indefinite Suspensions 

 Offences involving drugs, alcohol, or weapons will result in an 
 immediate indefinite suspension.   

In the event of an indefinite suspension, parents will have the right of 
appeal to the Local Discipline Committee.  A special meeting will be 
called for that purpose.  Request for the appeal and the hearing is to 

be done, in writing, through the Superintendent’s office within seven 
calendar days of notice of the suspension. The appellant and the 

principal will each provide a written submission regarding the incident 
to the Superintendent who will then forward them to the members of 
the Local Discipline Committee. 

 
4. Expulsion 

Expulsion will be used when: 
a. It is deemed that other means of corrective action including 

consultation with parents, counseling, and suspension have failed 

to achieve orderly and appropriate student behaviour; or 
b. The continued presence of the student in the school is deemed to 

threaten or disrupt the orderly functioning of the school or is 
deemed to be a danger to persons or property. 



 
 
 

 
Expulsion procedures must ensure that the rules of natural justice and 

due process are followed including a right to appeal the Local School 
Discipline Committee’s decision to the CISND Discipline Committee, 

and if still unresolved to the Ombudsperson for Catholic Schools. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, the seriousness of the misbehaviour may 

warrant an immediate indefinite suspension with a recommendation to 
the Local School Discipline Committee for expulsion on the first 

offense. 

 
If a student is indefinitely suspended with a recommendation for 
expulsion: 

• the principal will inform the parent(s) and the 
Superintendent of the recommendation(s). The principal 

shall immediately report in writing all the circumstances 
of the suspension to the parents with a copy to the 
Superintendent. 

• and chooses to withdraw from the school, no further 
action will be taken. 

• and wishes to appeal the indefinite suspension, they 
must submit a formal written notice of appeal, within (3) 

three days of the suspension, to the Local School Council 
Chairperson.  Upon receipt of the formal appeal the Local 
School Council will form, within ten (10) days from the 

first day of the suspension, a Local Discipline Committee 
to conduct a hearing into the case and render a decision 

to either reinstate or expel the student from school.  

Procedures at Local Discipline Committee Hearing for Indefinite 
Suspension or Recommendation for Expulsion 

Committee Members: 
• Chairperson of School Council 

• Chairperson of Education Committee 
• Superintendent 
• Designated Pastor 

• School Counsellor and/or staff member (if applicable) 
 

Others Present 
• Principal 
• Parents/Legal Guardians 

• Student(s) 
• Superintendent (Recording Secretary) 

 

 



 
 
 

The meeting is chaired by the School Council Chairperson. 

1. The Superintendent provides overview of process for the hearing. 

2. The Committee meets with the Principal during which time the Committee 
members may ask questions regarding the incident. 

3. The Committee meets with the Parents and student during which time the 
Committee members may ask questions regarding the incident. 

4. Parent and/or Committee members may then ask the student to leave to 

talk alone. 

5. Committee, Principal, and/or staff, parents and student reconvene for 

final comments. 

6. Principal, Parents, and student(s) are thanked and excused. 

7. The decision of the Discipline Committee (to reinstate or expel) will be 

communicated through the Superintendent by telephone to the parents 
and confirmed by letter. 

 
Appeal  

If the appellant is dissatisfied with the decision of the Local Discipline 
Committee s/he may appeal in writing to the Vicar of Education of the Nelson 
Diocese as per policy 1300 Section 1B. 
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