
UBC Language Requirements 

Students on the Okanagan campus are not required to present a second language for admission. 

However, to graduate from the Bachelor of Arts, they will need to complete some studies in a second 

language. Please review the details listed on our academic calendar under the ‘Communication’ 

requirement: 

 

• 6 credits of language acquisition or language/linguistic appreciation requirement from any of 

the following: 

ANTH 170, 270, 277, 370, 377 

CHIN 100, 101 

FREN 101, 102, 103, 104, 122, 123, 215, 222, 344, 345 

GERM 100, 110, 200, 210 

JPST 100, 101, 200, 201 

KORN 100, 101 

SPAN 101, 102, 201, 202 

WRLD 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 382 

• Some students may satisfy the language acquisition or language/linguistic appreciation 

requirement by successfully completing both Nsyilxcen I and II (NSYL 110 and NSYL 111) (Okanagan 

Language), offered through the Nicola Valley Institute of Technology at the En'owkin Centre or the UBC 

Okanagan campus or by completing the equivalent of 6 credits of any other Indigenous language 

through an accredited educational institution. 

• Students who are fluent in and can demonstrate competency through examination in another 

language may use additional English or communication courses to satisfy the language acquisition or 

language/linguistic appreciation requirement upon approval from the Faculty of Creative and Critical 

Studies. 

• Students whose first language is not English may use additional English or communication 

courses to satisfy the language acquisition or language/linguistic appreciation requirement upon 

presentation of an official transcript indicating completion of secondary school in their first language. 

• American Sign Language: all four levels of the American Sign Language Basic Certificate offered 

through an accredited institution will be deemed to have satisfied the language acquisition or 

language/linguistic appreciation requirement. Note: these courses cannot be used as credit towards the 

B.A. degree. 

• Students cannot take language acquisition courses (CHIN, FREN, GERM, JPST, KORN, SPAN) out 

of sequence and should consult an advisor to ensure that they are enrolling in a level-appropriate 

language acquisition course. 



Students on the Vancouver campus are required to present a second language 11 for admission to all 

degree programs. In addition, students in the Bachelor of Arts need to present a higher level of a second 

language to graduate from their degree. Details can be found on our academic calendar under 

‘Language Requirement’: 

There are three ways to satisfy the Language Requirement: 

1. Prior to admission, and while still in secondary school, complete a language course (excluding 

English) at a level equivalent to BC Grade 12. 

2. Pass a proficiency test. This option is particularly recommended for students who have 

knowledge of a language but no secondary school or university transcript to prove competency. No 

course credit is awarded for passing a proficiency test. Students must consult Arts Academic Advising. 

3. Reach or exceed the level specified in any of the languages taught at UBC, as listed below. Note 

that most of these courses have prerequisites. Students with some language background wishing to 

register in language courses must check with the department teaching the language for placement prior 

to the beginning of classes. Note that there is no credit assignment to the Language Requirement, only a 

level of proficiency to be obtained. 


