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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

           Catholic Independent Schools of the Nelson Diocese 

           3665 Benvoulin Road, Kelowna, BC    V1W 4M7 

    Phone:  (250) 762-2905         Fax:  250-869-8697 

superintendent@cisnd.ca 

           
March 19, 2020 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Staff:  

I wish to recognize the very difficult and anxious time it is for families in our 
communities.  The COVID-19 global pandemic is uncharted territory for us all, and we 
have all been impacted. I hope and pray it can be a time that we can support one 
another and our communities by doing everything we can to prevent the further spread 
of the virus.   

The letter from Education Minister Rob Fleming, which I have asked our principals to 
circulate to you, outlines in a broad way how the Ministry of Education is guiding all 
schools in British Columbia through this crisis. I ask you please to carefully read this 
letter as it addresses some of the questions you are likely to have regarding your child’s 
education after spring break.  

On Tuesday, BC Education Minister Robert Fleming directed BC Schools to immediately 
suspend in-class instruction until further notice which means that our students will not 
be in our schools after spring break. The Minister also stated that schools are expected 
to develop a plan to ensure “continuity of learning” for all students until this crisis is 
over. At this time schools have been provided with some flexibility to determine how 
best to deliver an educational program to our students.  As you can imagine this is a 
daunting task. 

I have met with the BC Catholic Superintendents twice this week and will continue this 
regular collaboration at the provincial level.  I met with all CISND principals earlier this 
week to begin work on our plan so we are current on the matters associated with such a 
big change in education in our province.  We expect that the ability to offer online 
classes to students will be in place shortly after spring break.  Information will be sent to 
all families with more details before the end of next week. 

We continue to work closely with the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health, the 
Federation of Independent Schools, and the other Catholic Independent School 
Authorities on the COVID-19 response.   
 
We know that you have many questions and we ask for your understanding and 
patience as we plan together with the Provincial Government and await further details 
from them. Information on tuition payments will be forthcoming as we recognize the 
financial burden that families may under at this time. 
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Please do not contact teachers directly as we would like them to their enjoy Spring 
break and give them a chance to rest and re-charge.  If you have any questions please 
contact your school principal, however, at this time understand that they may not have 
an immediate answer.  
 
I also strongly urge you to continue to follow Ministry of Health guidelines to keep you 
and your families healthy.  Please pray for all those affected by COVID-19 and those 
caring for them in our homes, communities, and health care facilities. 
 
With hope, 

 
Arthur M. Therrien 
Superintendent of Schools 


