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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

           Catholic Independent Schools of the Nelson Diocese 

           3665 Benvoulin Road, Kelowna, BC    V1W 4M7 

    Phone:  (250) 762-2905         Fax:  250-869-8697 

superintendent@cisnd.ca 

 
March 26, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians; 
 
As you are aware, on March 17, 2020, under the direction of the Provincial Health 
Officer (PHO), Dr. Bonnie Henry, the Provincial Government directed all K-12 schools to 
immediately suspend in-class instruction until further notice.  It is important to note 
that, at this time, schools are not closed – only in-person classroom instruction is being 
suspended. 
 
The Ministry of Education expects staff are to return to work after spring break to 
develop and deliver learning activities and processes for K-12 students and to establish a 
strategy to support the children of essential service workers.  At this time the Ministry 
of Education has confirmed that funding for independent schools will remain in place 
until further notice. 
 
As Independent schools, our Catholic schools in British Columbia receive 50% of the 
public school district per-pupil operating grant. This means that we rely heavily on 
tuition fees, parish subsidies, fundraising, donations, and facility rentals to assist us in 
the day-to-day operations of the schools. In response to Government directives to help 
flatten the curve of COVID-19, our Diocesan parishes have been closed indefinitely and 
parish subsidies to schools have been suspended. Fundraising and facility rentals have 
also suspended indefinitely, and donations have decreased significantly in the past few 
weeks. Tuitions are required in order for us to deliver the required programs to the 
students. 
 
As we are still continuing to provide learning opportunities to our students, although 
through a different format, schools will be asking families to pay tuition for the month 
of April.   We do, however, understand that some of our school families may have been 
financially impacted through loss of employment. We are committed to supporting all of 
our families through these difficult times.  If you have experienced a loss of employment 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we recognize that it may be a financial struggle to have 
the April tuition withdrawn from your bank account.  If you are in that situation I 
strongly encourage you to please contact your school principal immediately so that 
accommodations regarding tuition can be made.    
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This decision regarding tuition will be in effect for only for the month of April.  We are 
currently reviewing staffing needs for the new learning program and associated school 
finances over the next few weeks. Decisions regarding May and June tuitions will be 
communicated as soon as our learning activities plan and staffing requirements are in 
place.  
 
Please note that the April tuition draw from bank accounts will occur on Wednesday, 
April 15th to help families that are in need have the time to contact the school principal 
and make arrangements for tuition assistance. 
 
Thank you for supporting our schools. It is you, our families that, make our school 
communities stronger, and a great place to educate your children.  Know that the staff is 
working hard to provide your child the best education possible. 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Arthur M. Therrien 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


