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*www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-return-to-school/five-stages-framework 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Stage 2 
 
The Ministry of Education and 
Office of the Premier 
announced that British 
Columbia has entered Stage 
Two of the K-12 Education 
Restart Plan. Stage 2 means 
that in-class, full time 
instruction will take place for all 
students for the maximum 
instructional time possible. 
 

• Our students will be divided 
into Learning Groups 

• Students will attend school 5 
days per week 

• Staggered drop-off and pick 
up will be in effect for 
September 

 

The guidelines and procedures in this Parent Guide book are in accordance 
with BC’s Operational Guidelines for School Districts and Independent 
School Authorities, February 4, 2021 WorkSafeBC‘s COVID-19 Health and 
Safety, 2020, Ministry of Education K-12 Education Restart Plan, BCCDC’s 
COVID-19 Public Health Guidance for K-12 School Settings and the 
Provincial COVID-19 Health and Safety Guidelines for School Settings, 
updated February 4, 2021. 
 
Please note that these guidelines are fluid and may change at any 
time. Parents will be notified of any updates as they become available.  
 

COVID UPDATES 
 

COVID UPDATES 
Hello Parents and Caregivers, 
As we journey through the school year, please know that we continue to follow 
all COVID safety protocols and procedures set out by the Ministry of Health 
and the BC Centre for Disease Control which were updated on February 4, 
2021. 
We have been constantly challenged by the pandemic throughout the school 
year, but I am happy to say that your children continue to thrive.  
One of my favourite parts of the day is drop-off time where I can give moms, 
dads, grandparents, and caregivers a wave and say good morning to every 
child. Just remember, I am smiling under my mask! 
Jesus, who is the teacher of our Catholic schools, has not changed. He is the 
same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Please know that we are doing all we 
can for your children at this time. We thank you for all the support, prayers, 
and well wishes that you have given us.  
Please take your time to go through this manual carefully. If you have any 
further questions, you are welcome to email me at mpedrette@cisnd.ca. 
God bless, 

 

Maddy Pedrette 
Principal 
St. Joseph School, Kelowna 
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School COVID 
Safety Expectations 
 
Please review these rules with 
your children on a regular basis: 
 
1. Use your own supplies 
2. Only eat your own food 
3. Come to school when you are 

feeling healthy 
4. Stay in your own personal 

space 
5. Cough and sneeze into your 

elbow 
6. Use hand sanitizer 
7. Wash your hands with soap 

for 20 seconds 
8. Side-to-side not face-to-face 

Health & Safety Enhanced Protocols  
 

Health & Safety Enhanced Protocols  Physical Distancing Strategies 
• classrooms and other learning areas are organized to encourage 

maximum distance between students (side-to-side not face-to-face) 
• classroom desks are placed in individual rows facing 

forward/students and staff are placed in Learning Groups 
• students and staff will review physical distancing practices  
• posters and signs promoting physical distancing are placed in 

classrooms and hallways 
• transitions/movement of Learning Groups are minimized, scheduled, 

and staggered 
• directional indicators are placed on entrances, exits, floors, and walls 

in classrooms and school building 
• age-appropriate lessons will be reinforced by classroom teacher to 

teach physical distancing 
• students will maintain physical distancing when interacting outside of 

their Learning Groups 

Hand Hygiene 
• age-appropriate lessons will be taught by classroom teacher on 

proper hand hygiene 
• continued practice of washing hands will be promoted as 

recommended by Ministry of Health and BC Centre for Disease 
Control 

• posters and signs promoting hand hygiene are located in 
classrooms/hallways/washrooms 

• sinks/soap/paper towels and hand sanitizers are available throughout 
the school 

• tissues are provided for proper hygiene etiquette 
• each classroom has a designated  
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Non-Medical Masks for Staff/Adults 
• staff are required to wear a non-medical mask at all times except when eating, drinking or sitting/standing at a 

workspace where physical distancing cannot be maintained at all times 
• all visitors must wear a mask in the school building 
• the use of masks does not reduce or replace practicing physical distancing between Learning Groups and other 

prevention measures both students and staff 
• masks do not have to be worn outdoors 
• disposable masks/face shields/gloves are available at the office 

Non-Medical Masks for Students 
• Elementary students’ mask use is based on personal or family/caregiver choice, and their choices will be respected 
• St. Joseph Catholic School is considered an elementary school, not a middle school even though we have Grade 6 

and 7s, and therefore mask protocols are the same from K-7 
• Students do not have to wear masks when singing/riding a bus 
The use of masks will follow ministry guidelines: 
 www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf 

Sharing of Resources  
• staff will limit student sharing of materials and resources in class 
• adequate supplies for instructional units are provided to each student 
• shared equipment is disinfected between use by the teacher 
• students are encouraged to perform hand hygiene before and after use of shared equipment 

Outdoor Space for Recess/Lunch/Learning 
• staff will take advantage of outdoor spaces to minimize interactions with other Learning Groups 
• playground equipment is open on the advice of public health 
• students are expected to wash their hands before and after play times 

Parent Action Items 
 
 
 

Parent Action Items 
 
 

Student Screening Procedures 
• it is the parents’ responsibility to screen their child(ren) daily before sending them to 

school and keep them home from school if they are sick or if they have been directed to 
self-isolate by their local health authority.  

• the CDC daily health check list can be found here:  
www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf#page=16 

• any concern by staff that a student is exhibiting signs of illness will be reported to the school 
principal 

Misc. 
• please do not send treats or gifts for your child’s birthday or other celebrations  
• do not allow your child to bring toys, stuffies, or pillows etc. to school 
• the Lost and Found box is closed; be sure to label all clothing so items can be returned to your 

child promptly 
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School Safety Measures 
 
 
 

School Safety Measures 
 
 

Symptom Assessment & Illness Policies/Procedures 
• Students, staff or other adults should stay home when they are sick 

as this is one of the most important ways to reduce the introduction 
to and the spread of COVID-19 in schools  

• Staff and other adults must assess themselves daily for illness prior to 
entering the worksite and stay home if they are sick or display any COVID 
symptoms 

• Staff and other adults are required to complete an active daily health 
check in line with the Provincial Health Officer’s Order on WorkSafe safety 
before entering their classrooms/office 

• A person who has been tested for COVID-19 must stay home while they 
are waiting for their test results 

• parents/caregivers should call 811 for assistance. If it is determined that 
the student does NOT have COVID-19, they may return to school once 
symptoms resolve 

Isolation Room 
• the privacy and dignity of a child in the isolation room will be respected at 

all times 
• the first aid room is being used for temporary placement of any student 

that becomes ill during the day 
• environmental cleaning/disinfection is required of the space and any items 

used by the individual 
• parents/caregivers will be contacted immediately and asked to pick up 

their child(ren) as soon as possible 
• children in the isolation room will never be left unsupervised 

Community Use of Schools 
• St. Joseph School will not be renting out the gym at this time 

Ventilation 
• ventilation systems are in good working order and follow MofH and 

BCCDC protocols 
• where possible, if weather permits and HVAc system function will not be 

negatively impacted, windows will be opened 

Student Transportation on Buses (field trips only) 
• buses are cleaned and disinfected according to the BCCDC protocols and 

Transport Canada 
• drivers will follow proper hygiene protocols and wear a non-medical mask  
• students will be assigned a consistent seating arrangement 

All field trips continue to be outdoors only. 
 
All field trips continue to be outdoors only. 
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Health and Safety Training/Preparing the School 
Staff 
 
 

Health and Safety Training/Preparing the School 
Staff 
 

• staff and volunteers have been given a COVID-19 training manual updated 
February 4, 2021 

• all staff attend Health and Safety training on a regular basis 
• all training is in accordance with the Ministry of Education and Health, B.C. 

Centre for Disease Control, WorkSafeBC, and CISND policy 
• updated COVID training/information continues at weekly Zoom staff meetings, 

Monday memos, emails, and during our daily Zoom prayer and 
announcements 

Student Learning 
 
 

Student Learning 
 

Learning Groups or Cohorts 
• students and staff will be divided into Learning Groups of up to 60 people 
• Learning Groups are composed of the same or close in age students 
• two to four staff members will be assigned to each Learning Group 
• within a Learning Group minimized physical contact is required 

 
In-class Instruction & Supports, Assessments & Report Cards 
• students will return to full-time instruction during Stage 2 (five days per week) 
• support services will continue to be provided for students with disabilities/diverse abilities and students requiring 

additional support 
• teachers will conduct classes/learning outdoors as much as possible 
• teachers will plan their academic units and assess the learning needs of all students keeping in mind the time spent 

away from in-class instruction  
• teachers are responsible for regular report cards as per the Student Reporting Policy  
• teachers are responsible for regular assessments at the classroom and provincial level 

• if your child is asked to self-isolate or is waiting test results, work will be provided by the classroom teacher 
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Enhanced Cleaning, 
Sanitizing & Disinfecting  
• all cleaning, sanitizing, and 

disinfecting will follow the BC 
Centre for Disease Control 
protocols for frequency, methods, 
and materials used for cleaning  

• frequently touched surfaces will be 
regularly cleaned and disinfected 
throughout the day (door knobs, 
light switches, toilet handles, tables, 
desks, keyboards, and toys) 

• extra funds have been budgeted for 
the 2020-2021 school year to 
increase the number of cleaning 
staff and enhance the cleaning, 
sanitizing, and disinfecting of the 
school 

• day time cleaning staff will be 
required to wear masks when inside 
the school building and follow strict 
cleaning protocols 

 

Other School Information  
 

Other School Information  Water Bottles 
• students will be encouraged to bring their own labelled water bottle to 

school each day 
• where possible, sinks or bottle filling stations can be used to refill the 

bottles 
• all water fountains will be closed until further notice 

Uniforms 
• student belongings and clothing including uniform sweaters should be 

taken home each day to be cleaned (please be sure to label all uniform 
items) 

• indoor, non-marking, shoes will be required for the fall term and will 
remain at school 

• Grades K – 5 students will not be required to change into gym strip at 
this time 

School Gatherings 
• gatherings will not exceed the maximum Learning Group size 
• virtual alternatives are being used for masses, assemblies, staff prayer, 

staff meetings, and other school gatherings 

Music Room 
• students are seated or grouped side-to-side rather than face-to-face 
• students are not required to wear masks while singing but should be 

spread out as much as possible 
• band program is on hold 

 
Water Bottles 
• students will be encouraged to bring their own labelled water bottle to 

school each day 
• where possible, sinks or bottle filling stations can be used to refill the 

bottles 
• all water fountains will be closed until further notice 

Uniforms 
• student belongings and clothing including uniform sweaters should be 

taken home each day to be cleaned (please be sure to label all uniform 
items) 

• indoor, non-marking, shoes will be required for the fall term and will 
remain at school 

• Grades K – 5 students will not be required to change into gym strip at 
this time 

School Gatherings 
• gatherings will not exceed the maximum Learning Group size 
• virtual alternatives are being used for masses, assemblies, staff prayer, 

staff meetings, and other school gatherings 

Music Room 

● minimize prolonged face-to-face contact and spread out as much as possible 
● no prolonged physical contact (i.e. beyond a brief moment or crowding. For example, activities such as tag and 

touch football are low-risk, whereas activities like wrestling or partner dancing should be avoided) 
● teachers are encouraged to adapt activities wherever possible to reduce physical contact 
● high intensity physical activity should occur outside whenever possible 
● PE classes taken outdoors as much as possible 
● shared equipment is cleaned and disinfected on a regular basis 
● students should practice proper hand hygiene before and after participating in physical activity and using equipment  
● students in Grade 6 and 7 may change for PE 
● no in-person inter-school competitions/events will occur at this time 
● sports activities are held outside whenever possible 

Physical Education/Sports 
 

Physical Education/Sports 
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Drop-off and Pick-Up Procedures 
Drop-off and pick-up times will be staggered by family last name. 

We are counting on the support of parents to ensure their children are dropped off and picked up on time. The school 
buildings will be closed daily after pick-up.  

DROP-OFF 
Please park if you arrive before a supervisor is visible. Stay in your vehicle in the drop-off lane and wait until a staff 
member approaches. 

8:15 am to 8:30 am RED GROUP (Families with last names beginning with A-M) 
Please do not drop off your child before 8:15 am. 

8:30 am to 8:45 am ORANGE GROUP (Families with last names beginning with N-Z) 
Please do not drop off your child before 8:30 am. 

PICK-UP 
Students will line up with their Learning Group at the end of the day instead of by family last name. Please remind your 
child/ren to listen for their last name to be called. If you arrive early, please park and wait for your child to be 
dismissed. 

2:30 – 2:45 RED GROUP (Families with last names beginning with A-M)  
2:45 – 3:00 ORANGE GROUP (Families with last names beginning with N-Z) 
Please do not leave your vehicle if you are waiting in the drop-off lane. 
You or your child will be given a RED or ORANGE 11” X 4” card in the first week back to school. This card will have your 
last name printed on it. Please put this card in the window of the front passenger seat so it is clearly visible to staff. 
Your children will be delivered to your car as quickly as possible.  

The ORANGE group may not enter the pick-up lane until after 2:45 pm. 

If you arrive early, please park in the parking lot and stay in your vehicle.  

At 2:45 you may either: 
● stand in the designated area by the cross walk, hold up your sign, and we will send your children to you 

● drive around the school to get into the pick-up lane; place the sign in the passenger window and we will bring your 
children to you 

DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP TIMES FOR HALF DAYS 
If your last name starts with A-M: If your last name starts with N-Z: 
Drop-off time: 8:15 – 8:30 am Drop-off time: 8:30 – 8:45 am 

Pick-up time: 11:30 – 11:45 am Pick-up time: 11:45 am – 12:00 pm 

At 11:45 you may either use the pick-up lane or park.  

Please do not block the pick-up area if you come before your appointed time. 
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Check the BCCDC February 4, 2021 COVID-19 Public Health Guidance for K-12 School Settings for       
information on the following: 
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf 
 
General COVID Information K-12 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-safe-schools 
 
K-12 Health check app (Ministry of Health) 
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1 
 
BCCDC K-12 Schools and COVID-19 
http://www.bccdc.ca/schools 
http://www.bccdc.ca/schools/parents-and-students#Attending--School--Safely 
 

Resources 


