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2020-21 Silver Linings 	
Black	Tie	Online	Auction	School	Fundraiser	

	
Dear Parents, 
 
For over 20 years our school community has been the envy of fundraising committees for the caliber and 
success of our Annual Black Tie Gala fundraiser, which has been crucial to operating our school each year, 
and keeping our tuition affordable.  
 
Because we receive only 50% of regular school funding from the Provincial Government, we rely on fundraising 
events for school operations, technological upgrades, and extra-curricular activities. However, due to COVID 
restrictions, we are unable to go ahead with this essential major fundraiser. 
 
For our students’ sake, we cannot let this hinder us!  
 
In l ieu of our Black Tie Gala this year,  we are excited to host a Black Tie Online Auction! 
 
We see a great silver lining in this option. The far-reaching aspect of a multi-day, online event means people 
from outside our immediate community get to participate, and take their time view all of the donated items, 
while shopping in the comfort of their homes. 
 
1) We are asking each family to contribute one item (or more) to be featured in our Online Auction.  

-  This can be a newly purchased item, a gift card for restaurants, services, or experiences, or you can get 
creative with an item you make professionally or a service you can provide. (Please note we cannot 
accept non-commercially produced alcohol, food, or beverages.) 

-  Any item or gift card accompanied by a purchase receipt is eligible for a tax donation receipt. 
 

2) We are also asking that you reach out to businesses that you support to make donations of a 
product or service. In our experience over the years, most businesses are happy to support their clientele and 
their community in this way, as it gives them great exposure. 

- To make this as simple as possible, we have prepared a letter which you can use to communicate with 
your contacts, either verbally or by email. The key to this is the personal contact with you as a school 
parent, which is why we are asking individual families to take on just a few businesses each. 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes School has weathered many storms, and we are determined to see the silver lining in this 
one. Thank you for supporting your school, and helping us all prevail in this challenging time. 
 
Respectfully, 
Our Lady of Lourdes School Council 


