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February 2020 Newsletter 
 

Holy Cross School 
1298 Main Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5G2 

Holyc.com T: 250-492-4480 

 

Dear Holy Cross Families, 

February is upon us and it marks the 50% point in our school 
year. It is also the month in which we celebrate Catholic 
Schools Week – a week in which we appreciate and give 
thanks for being able to have a school through which we strive 
to know and love our Lord, and in which we can receive a 
great education. We wish to thank all families for being a part 
of our school and have them know that we appreciate each 
and every child we have under our tutelage. 

 

Schedule of Events for February 

Feb 1-7  Catholic Schools Week (see previous e-mail) 
 
Feb 10  Medieval Day – Grade 8  8:45-2:30pm 
  Unisus Visit for Grade 8  8:45am 
 
Feb 17  Family Day Holiday – No School 
 
Feb 20  Ski Trip Grade 5-8  Apex Resort 
 
Feb 21  Professional Development Day – No School 
 
Feb 23  Children’s Mass Liturgy – Holy Child Summerland 
10am 
 
Feb 26  Ash Wednesday Mass 9am – Season of Lent 

  

 

Upcoming Events 

February 6 

Mass with Bishop Bittman 
9am    All Welcome 

February 17 

 Family Day Holiday – No 
School 

February 21 

Pro D Day - No School 

February 23 

Children’s Sunday Liturgy 
Holy Child Parish 10am 

February 26 

Ash Wednesday Mass 9am 

 

Important 
Announcement 

Keep your eyes peeled for a 
letter regarding fundraising 
and tuition. The 2020-2021 
year is approaching and we 
want to work with families to 
be ready. 
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More Important News –  The Corona Virus 

Dear Independent School Leaders, 

The following text provides an updated message on the Coronavirus 
from the Ministry of Education and Health in consultation with FISA. 
These updates are intended for you to share with your school 
communities. 

Sincerely, Shawn Chisholm 

January 30, 2020 - School district and independent school updated 
messages: 

  
 The World Health Organization has declared the novel coronavirus a 

global health emergency; however, the B.C. Provincial Health Officer is 
advising that the risk is low within British Columbia and all necessary 
precautions are being taken to prevent the spread of infection. 
 

 The Ministry of Health has advised and confirmed that individuals 
returning from affected regions do not need to be isolated at home or 
kept home from school. 
  

 We can assure you that we are in regular communication with the 
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health and our local health authority 
to make public health decisions, and to ensure students and employees 
are kept informed and safe. 

 We will continue to be in close contact with public health officials and, 
with that in mind, would ask that you do not make assumptions about 
the risk of students or staff based on their ethnicity or travel history. 
 

Please check out the HealthLinkBC website – there are some great 
questions and answers that you can direct your enquiries to 
- https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-feature/coronavirus 

 Advice for Students and Families Considering Travel: 

Students and families considering travel to and from China are 
encouraged to consult the Novel Coronavirus in China Travel Health 
Notice on the Government of Canada Travel and Tourism page regularly, 
as recommendations may change over the course of your travel as new 
information becomes available.  No matter where students and families 
plan to travel, the Public Health Agency of Canada recommends that they 
consult Government of Canada Travel and Tourism page, as this is the 
Government of Canada’s official source of destination-specific travel 

 

 

In the Community 

Living Rosary 

On Friday Feb 7th we will be 
having a Living Rosary in the 
gym at 1:45pm. All are 
invited to attend this prayer 
service dedicated to Our 
Lady. 

School Masses 

The Masses listed above will 
all have our students 
performing the main 
ministries. All families are 
most welcome to attend! 
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information. This web page provides important advice to help travelers make informed decisions and travel 
safely while abroad.  Students and their families should always tell their health care providers about their 
travel history if they become ill after returning to Canada. 

 Advice on masks from Provincial Health Officer, Dr. Bonnie Henry: 

“The thing about masks is we know that they are very important in certain situations. If I'm sick, my wearing 
a mask keeps my droplets in. It does help prevent transmission to other people. That's why we ask 
somebody who's sick, who's going to an emergency department, for example, if you have a cough or 
respiratory symptoms, we ask you to put on a mask and clean your hands. Where it's not known is how 
effective wearing a mask in the community is when you are not sick yourself. The masks may give you a 
false sense of security. The most important thing that you can do in the community is to wash your hands 
regularly.” 

 Reducing the risk 

The BC Centre for Disease Control recommends that to reduce the risk of exposure to novel coronavirus, 
employ the same measures that are taken in relation to colds and flu: 

        Wash your hands frequently for at least 20 seconds using soap and hot water (it is the 
single most effective way of reducing infection spread). 

        Practice other good hygiene habits: do not touch your face/eyes/mouth with your hands, 
and cover your mouth and nose when you sneeze or cough (ideally with a disposable tissue or 
the crease of your elbow). 

        Clean and disinfect frequently touched workspace surfaces. 

        Maintain good general health (eat a balanced diet, get enough sleep, exercise in 
moderation). 

        Stay home if you are sick. 

        A new toll-free phone number (1-833-784-4397) has been established to answer 
questions from Canadians about the 2019 novel coronavirus. Service is available from 8 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. until January 29 and from 7 a.m. to midnight starting January 30 (Eastern Standard 
Time). 

Further information about novel coronavirus is available on the BC Centre for Disease Control website. 

 


